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1. Research  

Background: 
• PhD in Human Geography: The cultural and historical 

geographies of otter hunting in Britain, 1830-1939.  
Supervised by Professor David Matless and Professor 
Charles Watkins. 2002-2006, University of Nottingham, 
AHRC Award No. 02/63215 
 

• Research interests centre on the relationships between 
humans, animals, public knowledge, responsibility and 
identity, with focus on human-otter relations and 
animal welfare. 
 





‘The difficulty that otter conservationists face today 
is that traditional attitudes of fishery communities 
are bubbling to the surface, protectionist rhetoric 
can be tinged with sentimentality and the once 
authoritative hunting rhetoric which dissuaded 
from indiscriminate killing has been lost. The 
cultural history of the hunted otter and the rhetoric 
associated with that identity should not be 
excluded from present day conservationist debates.’ 
(Allen, 2013 p. 139) 
 
ALLEN, D. (2013) The Hunted Otter in Britain, 1830-1939, in: BEINART, 
W., MIDDLETON, K. & POOLEY, S. (Eds.) Wild Things. Nature and the 
Social Imagination (Winwick, The White Horse Press) pp. 120-141. 



• Media and Policy Advisor 
- UK Wild Otter Trust 

• Member  
- All-Party Parliamentary Group for Animal Welfare  

• Animal Welfare Influencer  
- Twitter 

• Science Communication 
- Various Media 



 
 

2. Types of Impact 



 
 

i) Policy Change 



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/syst
em/uploads/attachment_data/file/669218/cl36-otter-trapping-
licence.PDF  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/669218/cl36-otter-trapping-licence.PDF
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/669218/cl36-otter-trapping-licence.PDF
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/669218/cl36-otter-trapping-licence.PDF


 
 

ii) Changing Practice 



 



 
Grant (PI) (2018-2019):  
 
• £9,500 Environment Agency (EA)  

- Perceptions of Otter Predation in England 
 

• £3,650 Keele University  
– Impact Accelerator Fund    
 

• First evidence-based research project to engage with national and 
local stakeholder perspectives relating to fisheries and predation 
and the protected otter in England.  
 

• Interviews with local stakeholders, and with case studies selected to 
exemplify co-existence and conflict in relation to predation, as well 
as future challenges. 
 

• Somerset (coexistence) x 20 
• Suffolk (conflict) x 20 
• Kent (future challenges) x 20 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Outputs (2019):    
 
• Final report and communication plan (EA and 

Angling Trust) 
 

• (3* paper): Daniel Allen and Simon Pemberton 
(submit summer 2019), ‘Perceptions and 
Practice: Geographies of Fisheries and Otter 
Predation in England’ 
 



 
 

iii) Informing Public Opinion 
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Thanks for your time. 
3. Any Questions, Comments or Advice? 

 

 
Dr Daniel Allen, Teaching Fellow in Human Geography 

 
 

School of Geography, Geology and the Environment 
Keele University  

 
Email: d.allen@keele.ac.uk 

 

mailto:p.simpson@esci.keele.ac.uk
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